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Abstract

Objective: In this article, epidemiologic features of the patients suffered from sexuel
abuse referred to our emergency department were evaluated. We aimed to evaluate
diagnosed as sexual abuse and to enhance the importance of this subject.

Materials and Methods: The study was designed retrospectively by examining the
files of the patients who were admitted to our department suffered from sexuel abuse
between 2005 — 2010. The data were collected from official hospital police sheets and
department of forensic medicine archive. Features such as age, gender, admission time,
complaint, physical examination findings of the patients and distribution of persons
engaged in sexual abuse were recorded. Results were expressed as mean + standard
deviation or as number (percentage). All statistical analyses were done using the
program SPSS 15.00 for Windows.

Results: Twenty cases were included into the study. Of the cases; 80 % were female
(n=16). Mean age was 16.15+7.56 years. When patients were classified according to
complaint; 6 (30 %) were buggery, 5 (25 %) harassment by hand and 9 (45 %) were
violate.

Conclusions: Sexual assault is a major social and public health problem. Sexual assault
has an increasing significance in the world and Turkey in the recent years. Although
both men and women can be sexually assaulted, women are at greatest risk. Also under
eighteen age people are exposed to sexual assault.
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Introduction:

In recent years, sexual assault cases are
increasing and sexual abuse in children
has been climbing to top ranks.
Currently, offences involving sexual
assault draw the greatest attention from
legal, medical, police, criminological
aspects. Acting to disrupt a person’s
physical integrity to satisfy one’ssexual
desires is judged as part of sex offences
(1,2). The offender or the victim of the
sex offence may be male or female.
Sexual assault may come from the
opposite or the same sex as the victim
(3,4).

Sex offences show variability during
childhood, adolescence, and adulthood
(5). Sex offences appear as sexual abuse
in childhood while they are in the form
of sexual assault in adolescence and
adulthood. Sexual assault is defined as
disrupting one’s phsical integrity with
sexual acts. Sexual abuse of a child, on
the other hand, is defined as using a
child for satisfaction of an adult’s
sexual needs (6-8).

In this article, epidemiologic features of
the patients suffered from sexuel abuse
referred to our emergency department
were evaluated. We aimed to evaluate
the diagnosis of sexual abuse and to

enhance the importance of this subject.

Materials and Methods: The study
was performed retrospectively by
examining medical records of the
patients admitted to our department,
who were subjected to sexual assault
between 2005 — 2010. The data were
collected from official hospital police
records and archives of the department
of forensic medicine. Features such as
age, gender, admission time, complaint,
findings of physical examination, and
distribution of persons engaged in
sexual abuse were recorded. All
statistical analyses were done using
SPSS 15.00 for Windows softwrae
package. Descriptive data  were
expressed as mean = standard deviation
or as number (percentage). Chi Square
test was used to analyze categorical
variables. A p value below 0 .05 was

considered statistically significant.

Results: Twenty cases were included in
the study. Eighty percent (n=16) were
female and 20% (n=4) were male. Mean
age was 16.15+7.56 years (range 1-35
years). Most of the cases belonged to
the age group of 1-18 years (70 %). The
distribution of the patients according to
sex and age groups are given on Table-
1.
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The most common type of sexual
assault was sexual offence via vaginal
route (n=9, 45 %). The distribution of
the patients according to the type of
sexuel assault is given on Table-2.
In our study the offenders of sexual

assault were acquaintances in 9 (45 %)
incidents, and strangers in 11 (55%)
events. There was no statistically
significant difference between both
sexes in whether the offender was an

acquaintance or not (p>0.05).

Table 1: The distribution of the patients according to age groups

Age groups P value
Child Adult
Sex (n) Male 2 2
Female 12 4 p>0.05
Total 14 6

Table 2: The distribution of the patients according to the type of sexuel assault

Type of Sexual Assault n %
Vaginal 9 450
Buggery 6 30,0
Harassment 5 25,0
Total 20 100,0
Discussion

The rate of sexual assaults has been

currently on the rise and the

demographic features and
characteristics of the findings show
variability depending on the country

and region. Nationwide studies in

United States have shown that 1/6 of
women and 1/33 of men are subjected
to sexual assault, the most commonly
sexually assaulted ones belong to the
age group of 16-19, and the ratio of
being raped is 2.1/1000 in women and
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0.1/1000 in men (9-11). Studies
conducted in Turkey have suggested
that women are subjected to sexual
assault much more commonly than men
and the victims center around the age
range of 11-18 (4-7,12). eighty percent
of our cases were women and 70% were
below the age of 18. These data were
consistent with literature. While being
subjected to sexual assault in young
ages was higher among boys, the
opposite was true for the girls. This
finding was naturally attributed to
physical development of a growing
male with a parallel increase in strength
as well as elimination of the seduction
factor. We think that the reasons of
increased assault rate with increasing
age in girls are marriage promise and
presence of consent.

The offenders in sexual assaults are
usually males that are acquaintance of
the victims. The rate of knowing the
offender personally ranges between
24.3-67% (5-7,13-24). In our study 45%
of the offenders were strangers and 55%
were acquaintances. Factors such as
trusting  the  acquaintances,  not
expecting such a behavior from
acquaintances, and marriage promise

may have eased sexual assault.

Girne et al, in a study on bank
employees, reported a rate of 14.6% for
groping and 0% for rape (25). Tutan¢ et
al reported that the most common form
of sexual assault was via the vaginal
route (26). We similarly found that the
most common route for sexual assaults
was the vaginal route. We think that
vaginal route is more common since the
offenders  abuse = women  more
commonly to satisfy their sexual
desires.

Conclusions: Sexual assault is a major
social and public health problem of
children and women. Actual sexual
assault rate is more than reported.
Adolescents are more commonly
subjected to sexual assault.

Limitations:

The main limitation of this study was its
retrospective nature.
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